
 “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, I 
am the light of the world. He who follows Me 
shall not walk in darkness but have the light that 
leads to life”. 
 Jesus statement in vs. 12 brings into our view 
a conflict of contrast to the forefront, which 
had/has been increasing in intensity from the 
very beginning. Consider with me Genesis 1:1-3.  
From these verses we find that before God 
created everything we know; everything was in 
and ominous darkness.  

The quality of this darkness is revealed in the 
word in verse 2, which is still the material and 
spiritual quality of darkness: earth had no form, 
shapelessness, without boundary- and void a 
vacuum. Meaning darkness is like space today, 
without stars to give reference of standing or light 
to reveal. 

Imagine free floating in space unable to die, 
cold, no light, no knowledge of where you are 
close too or who, for eternity. This is the darkness 
at the beginning (second death as outer 
darkness), and what it evokes in humanity today;  

But God said… “Let there be Light, and there 
was light, and it was good’. This account is 
mirrored by John 1:1-5, 8-9. Here we see the 



spoken word of God… “Let there be light” as the 
creator and the one who is still the Light of the 
world.  

What does light reveal? That everything, with 
the Light of the world is formless, and a vacuum, 
where the person is out of control, moved by the 
cruelty of a black void. Light reveals our chaotic 
state of darkness (I am now speaking of humanity 
apart from God).  

Interestingly, the Creator, the word of God, 
who in John 8, declares Himself to be the Light of 
the world, not just the material creation, but too 
the humanity made in His image. In the first place 
He gives the light of conscience to ever person 
born into the world (John 1:8-9; Ecclesiastes 
3:11).  

Secondly, it refers to what Christ does in the 
lost person, when they are convicted of sin, 
righteousness and judgment, when experiencing 
the message of the cross. He reveals the formless 
mess our life is and the vacuum that pulls us 
around, as we are still in bondage to our sin. This 
He does by “Let there be Light”, as we hear the 
message of Christ crucified and risen. Once more 
this revelation is a contrast of the out of control 
chaos of darkness and the blessing of the 



revelation of Christ the Light of the world: Yes we 
see the chaos of our lives, but also the grace, 
mercy, patience and love of God in the cross. 
 

PROPOSITION 

Should a person come into the blessing of 
Christ as outlined in Johns Gospel 1:12, we are 
then able to be a contrast to the world of 
darkness around us, as declared from our passage 
John 8:12 “He who follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness but have the light that leads to life”. 

This reality is essential for those who follow 
Jesus, for understanding the different between 
the grace of the Light of world, in contrast to the 
darkness of the world and the lost around us—
We are to walk as a contradiction to the darkness. 
As we examine John 8:12 we will see what this 
contrast looks like, and why it is essential to the 
endurance of the church in these last days. 
 

I. JESUS IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 

B) NOT TO WALK AND LIVE AS BEFORE 

• Jesus declared “I am the light of the world”. 
Let us remember, this statement from Jesus 
is not only N.T. teaching. In the O.T. the 
Messiah, more than a few times, is referred 
to as the Light of the world. In Malachi 4:2 



we read “But to you who fear My name, the 
Sun of righteousness will rise with healing in 
His wings”. This is a pretty obvious reference 
to Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, which is 
the light that rules the day. 

• Perhaps more well know is Isaiah 9:1-7. 
Interestingly the place where the territories 
of Zebulun and Naphtali meet in Jesus day, 
was the town where He was raised. 
Nazareth. You’ll recall it was a city where 
darkness and sin were synonymous with its 
people, kind of like the other side of the 
tracks. Jesus is the Light to a people in the 
darkness and bondage of sin. Not only does 
He show them their wrecked lives, but the 
way out, by the Son of God who will bring 
them into a reconciled state with God as 
Father, should they come in with repentance 
and faith. 

• The light is compared with the character of 
this Son, who is the Great Light. The Light of 
the world brings divine government and 
order to lives previously lived in the chaotic 
vacuum of sin. With this we are led to a life 
free from the tyranny of sin—The Light of the 
world reveals a relationship potential with 



God that is wonderful or filled with the 
wonder of His divine power (miraculous). 

• The Light of the world reveals a relationship 
to God, where we received divine council 
when it’s dark for everyone else but us, as we 
submit to being led by the His Spirit. The 
Light of the world reveals we can live with 
God as our Father, ABBA, intimate in 
fellowship, knowing His presence with us 
always—The Light of the world reveals this 
all, with the desired character of this Son 
given… peace the world cannot know. 

• Though we will dive a bit further in a bit, 
Jesus statement “He who follows Me shall 
no walk in darkness but have the light of 
life” means when the world around us, 
without Christ,  is in chaos and its people 
tossed about in panicked fear, anxiety, worry 
and self-preservation—where they are 
scanning each news report for a bit of light to 
this pestilence (a light they won’t get)… 

• Isaiah 9 reveals followers of Christ, are to be 
those immersed and filled with self control 
(divine government)—those who follow 
wisdom that comes from God, not human 
council—those who trust ABBA is protecting, 



providing and empowering—those at peace 
with obedience, regardless of risk, for to live 
is Christ, to die is gain. This what the world 
cannot have, because it swims in darkness. 

 

II. WILL NOT WALK IN DARKNESS 
 

A) THE CHARACTRISTIC OF WALKING IN DARKNESS 

• Causes anxiety and fear from a sensory 
overload, as the survival instinct grasps in the 
dark for something tangible. This brings 
directional confusion, so definitive thoughts 
turn in to stumbles and falls, as we smash into 
what we cannot see, and even more as we are 
disorientated from the constant battering. In 
darkness we move by feelings, rather than 
spiritual sight. Hebrews 11:1, even in the dark 
we have the word of God and the Holy Spirit, 
though we can’t physically see the path out, 
we trust His leading.  

• For Christians who fall back to old patterns, 
we too can be overwhelmed by the dark; 
which produces panicked decisions leading 
not only to sin entanglements and 
ensnarement’s to religion, idolatry, the 
wisdom of the world, and short cuts that do 
not submit to Christ’s clear commands.  



• This leads to silver bullet thinking, where we 
are flooded with details and directions from 
other who are also in the dark, the blind 
leading the blind. This is not to be the way we 
walk as Christians, for Jesus said, “He who 
follows Me shall not walk in darkness but 
have the light that leads to life”. 

 

III. WE HAVE THE LIGHT THAT LEADS TO LIFE 
 

A) THE LIGHT REVEALS THE NARROW ROAD. 

• Jesus means that if we follow Him we have 
the Light that leads to the completion of 
salvation… LIFE ETERNAL, the day of the LORD 
described in I Thessalonians 4:13-17; II 
Thessalonians 1:6-10; I John 3:1-3; John 3:16. 
If we follow Christ, we have the Light that 
leads us on the road to ETENRAL LIVE, which 
is a narrow path, through the valley of the 
shadow of death (Matthew 7:13; Psalm 23). 
This does not always mean we have a 
complete road map, but that the next step is 
illuminated when we need it to be (Psalm 
119:103-105). In this we are not to behave as 
though we have no Light. The world is 
watching… The greatest single cause of 
atheism in the world today is Christians who 



acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk 
out the door and deny Him by their lifestyle. 
That is what an unbelieving world simply 
finds unbelievable”—Brennan Manning 

• What are we doing in America, around the 
world in this pestilence? Living in panic, fear, 
confusion and hang on every word of public 
opinion. Just heard of a Church Pennsylvania, 
having service last week and announcing they 
were meeting again. They received hate 
messages from FACEBOOK and email. The 
pastor apologized for being obedient to God, 
in so many words and professed the church’s 
love for their community and they cancelled 
their meetings. This is wrong. We are called 
to love God with all your heart soul mind and 
strength, then... Where does God’s word 
deem, we blindly follow the world, when it is 
contrary to His clear commands  

• We have the Light that leads to life, in relation 
to Romans 13, yes be good citizens, but when 
it comes down to obeying God or public 
opinion or political sentiment, the apostles 
declared it best (Acts 4:19; Acts 5:29-32). 
Let’s remember that God’s wisdom is not the 
wisdom of this world (John 8:23), nor can the 



world understand God’s word, or the 
direction given His servants (I Corinthians 
2:14).  

• In all this craziness, would God not want His 
people to gather, standing in the gap, 
unafraid of this disease, to prove to the 
world, the cross, where Jesus put His own life 
on the line, bearing our sin and it’s just 
punishment? This is the time for the church 
to truly rise up and love its enemies as God 
intends, through actions not hiding in a 
corner or on an online live stream alone. I 
agree we should do our best to meet in 
smaller groups, this is pestilence, but no 
amount of capitulation will guarantee the 
world acceptance of us. Let’s remember that 
the world of the love cannot love us or have 
a good opinion of us in general, for the reason 
Jesus declared (John 15:18-21). This is the 
narrow road. 

 

B) THE ROAD REVEALED HAS MANY ON IT 

• Let’s look deeper into what this means for us. 
The radical idea of Christians fellowship (I 
John 1:7-9). Consider cleansing from sin (vs. 
9) takes others in personal contact (James 
5:14-16) This comes with a directive, that we 



continue to meet together in person and not 
to forsake that truth, at risk of relational 
destruction with God (Hebrews 10:19-26). 

• We must ask ourselves how long we are 
willing to let this play out, without gathering, 
even in small groups of 5 to 6. 1 month, 2, 6. 
Resurrection day, or communion Sunday, 
which can’t be experienced without someone 
giving the elements to a body of people, 
where Christ’s presence is especially 
manifest. BROTHEY YUN 70 day fast, first 
meal, communion in interrogation room with 
elder and Yun’s wife. This human contact 
transcends us and grows to our being called 
the Light of the world, as Christ is, by proxy. 

 

C) MATHEW 5:13-16 

• Explain salt need to be rubbed in or it 
becomes traction to be stepped on. Light 
must be out of the bushel, spoken most 
biblically face to face, where miracles can be 
done to prove the truth of the gospel. The 
church has been walking in the panic, chaos 
and confusion of the darkness around us, 
because of fear of public opinion and fear of 
death. We hang on the words of politicians, 
whose best efforts have contradicted each 



other than sometimes themselves, only 
hours later. They are doing their best, but 
God is supreme. 

• But brother we could die, yes, we could, but 
why are we hanging on to life so dearly, when 
Paul declared to live is Christ and to die is 
gain. Trust me, Paul was in many situations 
that were a direct harm to his life, church 
people told Him he was crazy, His response 
(Acts 21:13). What of brethren in Iran, North 
Korea, China, the Middle East, most of 
Africa… meeting together can mean torture, 
imprisonment, being blown up, beheaded, 
losing family, job… Do they for the sake of 
safety cease? NO! 

 
I agree, I am not willing to die for a building or 
program or denomination, but Jesus the Christ 
and His bride? Yes! For someone who does not 
yet know Him. Yes! Why? Because the moment I 
open my eyes, I will see Jesus. This is what it 
means to have the Light that leads to life. 


